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Every Drop Counts
Conserve Now to Protect One of our Most Valuable Resources

We are in the midst 
of a severe drought. 
That is a strong, 

stark statement but it is an 
accurate description of our 
current status. After two 
consecutive years of below-
average rainfall, water levels 
in Folsom Lake – the main 
source of Citrus Heights 
Water District’s water – are at 
historic lows. There has been 
little precipitation so far this 
year, which means drought 
conditions will continue. 

The San Juan Family of Water 
Agencies, along with water 
agencies throughout the state, 
has had its water supply 
allocation reduced by the 
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation. 
Unfortunately, even if we 
have a “normal” rainfall year 
this year, we will experience 
continued cutbacks in 2009.

That’s why it is so important 
for all customers to conserve 
water as much as possible. 
Every drop counts. The 
District currently has 

enough water to meet our 
customers’ needs, in part due 
to our continued investment 
in groundwater wells to 
supplement our water supply 
in times of shortage. We 
may rely more on those 
groundwater wells during this 
drought but they do not have 
the capacity to be our main 
source of water, so using water 
wisely is essential.

The last issue of WaterLine 
had information about 
the Governor’s drought 

Historically low water levels at 
Folsom Lake have again brought 
part of the former Mormon 
Island community to the surface.

declaration and the resulting 
Stage 2 Water Alert declared 
by CHWD. Several specific 
cutbacks to reduce water 
usage are part of a Stage 2 
Alert, including reducing 
indoor and outdoor water use 
by five to ten percent. There is 
the possibility that a Stage 3 
Water Warning may need to be 
declared. A Stage 3 Warning 
includes more wide-ranging 
reductions, including reducing 
indoor water usage by up to 25 
percent, reducing landscape 
and pasture irrigation by up to 
25 percent and requiring that 
restaurants serve water only 
upon request.

You can and should continue 
to take steps to use water 
as efficiently as possible to 
ensure an adequate supply 
this year and in the future. 
Read on for conservation 
tips and visit the CHWD 
web site at www.chwd.org/
conservation for more water 
saving ideas and information 
on the District’s five water 
conservation stages. l

If you live in an older home and are 
looking for ways to save water and 
money, here�s an idea: replace your 
older, less water-e�cient toilets 
(3.5 gallon per �ush or higher) with 
a new, ultra-low-�ush toilet (1.6 
gallon per �ush or lower). You may 
be eligible for rebates up to $175 
as part of CHWD�s conservation 
program, in cooperation with 
the Sacramento Regional County 
Sanitation District and the Regional 
Water Authority. Call (916) 725-6873 
for a rebate application.




